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America’s Largest Independent Jewelry Store. 
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The Sports Elegance series. 
End-of-life battery indication. Uni- 
directional turning bezel. Scratch- 
resistant sapphire crystal. Double 
protection screw-in crown. Water- 


resistant to 200 meters (660 feet). 


TAGHeuer 


SWISS MADE SINCE 1860 


~ You Don't Have To Be An 
All-Star Player To Have An 
All-Star Game Plan. 


You don't have to be wealthy or investment-savvy to practice financial planning 
that can make your money grow and help assure a secure future. 


With the help of the investment professionals at Kirkpatrick Pettis, you 
can develop a sound, satisfying financial game plan, even with modest resources. 


Kirkpatrick Pettis offers a full range of practical products 
and services that can be tailored to fit your means and objectives. 


Put the professionals in your line-up. Call Kirkpatrick Pettis today. 
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Kirkpatrick Pettis 


A Mutual of Omaha Company 


Kirkpatrick Pettis » HOME OFFICE: 10250 REGENCY CIRCLE, SUITE 200 = OMAHA, NE 68114 = 402-397-5777 


Member Securities Investor Protection Corporation 
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Brent White, Team Industries, Lincoln 
Mike Webb, Barry's Bar & Grill, Lincoln 
Terry Randone, Midwest Hair Replacement, Omaha 


Jim Bish, Winning Intersports Nostalgia, Manassas, Va. 
Jim Heckman, Sports Image, Seattle, Wash. 

Donald R. Peterson, FirsTier, Omaha 

Fern Spencer, FirsTier, Lincoln 

Quality Buick Dealers, Nebraska 

Rick Heuertz, Mid-Continent Bottlers, Omaha 

Mike Stoman, Mid-Continent Bottlers, Omaha 

Susan Stoehr, N Street Drive-In, Lincoln 

Leland Holdt, Security Mutual Life, Lincoln 

Tom Henning, Security Mutual Life, Lincoln 

Jeff Willard, Best Western Regency West Hotel, Omaha 
Al Gilmore, Blue Cross & Blue Shield, Omaha 

Kathy McMichael, Husker Heaven, Omaha 

First National Bank of Omaha 

Gary M. Baker, American Family Insurance, Omaha 
Kirkpatrick Pettis, Omaha, Lincoln, Columbus 


Borsheim’s Fine Jewelry, Omaha 


Carper’s “O” Street Carpet, Lincoln 

David Kovar, Pearle Vision Center, Lincoln, Grand Island 

Jeff Jarecke, CableVision, Lincoln 

Dean Jessick, Husker Glass, Inc., Omaha & Lincoln 

D. Doc Chaves, Ameritas Life Insurance, Lincoln 

Ron Wolfe, Diamond Vogel Paint Center, Omaha 

Mike Pawloski, Continental Pool & Spa, Inc., Omaha 

Clarence G. Albertson, Cornhusker International Trucks, Inc., Lincoln 
L, Livingston, Big Red Shop, Lincoln 

Ronald J. Palagi Law Offices, Omaha 

John & Mike Lindley, Lindleys Men’s Wear, Omaha 

John “Bubba” Lawlor, Lawlor’s Sporting Goods, Omaha, Lincoln 
Howard Misle, Park Place Chevrolet & Imports, Inc., Lincoln 
Mark Matousek, Lincoln Telephone/Cellular, Lincoln, Omaha 
Blair Vogel, Diamond Products, Marshalltown, Iowa 

Randy Heying, Vogel Graphic Services, Orange City, lowa 

Gary Michaels Clothiers, Hastings 

Jack Bock, Beef Club President, UNL 

Don Bryant, Touchdown Club, UNL 


Heidi Cuca, Marketing Mgr., Nebraska Athletics 


SALUTE TO OUR NU BOOSTERS 


Become a part of another 
Big Red sellout season! 


Introducing the University of Nebraska — Lincoln Alumni 
Association MasterCard® card from MBNA America®. 


When was the last time a credit card reminded you of the excitement of a 
UNL football game, relaxing with friends on campus, or discussing current 
events with distinguished faculty members? 


The UNL Alumni Association MasterCard® card, available as a specially 
designed Preferred or Gold MasterCard card, not only recalls your college 
days — it also helps support the UNL Alumni Association. That's because 
MBNA America, the cards’ issuer, gives a donation to the Association with 
each purchase you make with the UNL Alumni Association card. 


What better way to raise eyebrows in Norman, Boulder or any other rival 
town, than by presenting a credit card featuring the UNL 100th football 
stadium sellout? From now on, the stadium will be a key reminder of the 
many valuable benefits available only to UNL alumni and friends through 
the Preferred or Gold MasterCard card. 


Call now to apply for your UNL Alumni Association card. Show your 
pride in Nebraska and your support for the Alumni Association. 
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MBNA America representatives are at your service 
24 hours a day, 365 day a year. Dial toll free: 


1-800-847-7378 


MBNA America® is a federally registered service mark of MBNA America Bank, N.A. 
MasterCard? is a federally registered service mark of MasterCard International, Inc. used 
pursuant to license. ©1994 MBNA America Bank, N.A. 
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Calm Before The Storm 
During the week before Saturday afternoons spent 
unleashing his fury on defensive linemen, Rob Zatechka 
is a composed student-athlete with a bright future. 

by Mike Friend 


The Numbers Crunch 

With numbers in high demand, Larry Jacobsen, Trev 
Alberts and Will Shields had their jerseys, not numbers, 
retired during the spring game this year. 


A Year Older, Wiser 


Sophomore cross country runner Sherri Elwood is 
blossoming into a standout performer in just her second 
year at Nebraska. 

by Mark Derowitsch 


DEPARTMENTS 


State of the Huskers 16-19 Reviewing UCLA 
Notebook 21 Statistics 
Overview 24 Recruiting 
Scouting Pacific 26 Husker Hoops 


Our next issue (Oct. 1 — Vol. 14, No. 10) will review Pacific and preview the final non-conference 
game against Wyoming. We will print the issue following the Pacific game, therefore there will be an 
open week in your mailing prior to Oct. 1. 
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eorge Andrews, a defensive 
(G™ and co-captain in 1978, 

was the first Nebraska foot- 
ball player to compete as a graduate 
student. In addition to earning 
Academic All-America recognition, 
he was a first-round draft pick of the 
Los Angeles Rams, for whom he 
played seven seasons. 

There could have been others 
before him. But until January 1978 
NCAA rules allowed only under- 
graduate student-athletes to com- 
pete. Prior to that, fifth-year seniors 
had to delay graduation and enroll 
for classes they wouldn’t have need- 
ed to take otherwise. 

Now, graduate students are 
required to enroll in a minimum of 
nine credit hours in order to be eligi- 
ble. 

Several Cornhusker football play- 
ers followed Andrews’ example, 
among them defensive ends Bill 
Weber in 1984 and Brad Tyrer in 
1986. But graduate students contin- 
ued to be uncommon at Nebraska, as 
well as every other school with suc- 
cessful NCAA Division I-A football 
programs. 

Until recently, educational oppor- 
tunity has been a low priority in 
recruiting, even among the parents 
of prospective recruits, according to 
Tom Osborne. Parents will say acad- 
emics are important, but they'll pick 
schools on football opportunity 
alone. 

In the last five years or so, howev- 
er, he has seen a change in attitude. 
“Not everybody, but probably 90 
percent, have bought into the impor- 
tance of (getting an) education,” he 
said. 

NCAA rules regarding academic 
requirements for freshman eligibility 
and stipulating satisfactory progress 
toward the completion of a degree 
have had a significant effect. 
Osborne has taken that charge fur- 
ther, encouraging his players to 
graduate in four or, at most, four 
and a half years. 

Osborne’s emphasis on complet- 
ing a degree before the time comes 
to consider playing professional 
football has made Cornhusker grad- 
uate students relatively common- 


Attitude Adjustment 


Osborne says priorities toward education have improved, as 
evidenced by the number of grad students at Nebraska 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


place. Last season, Nebraska's Big 
Eight champions included five grad- 
uate students, among them consen- 
sus All-American and Butkus 
Award-winner Trev Alberts, the fifth 
player chosen in the NFL draft. The 
others were Kevin Ramaekers, Troy 
Branch, Trumane Bell and Lance 
Gray. 

This season, two Cornhuskers are 
grad students: Rob Zatechka and Ed 
Stewart. There could have been at 
least two more. Offensive lineman 
Joel Gesky and safety Sedric Collins 
received degrees in August and had 
a season of eligibility remaining. 
Gesky, however, decided to bypass 
his final season, and Collins played 
in the Kickoff Classic before calling 
it quits. 

In addition, “we have three or 
four more with three to six hours 
(remaining) who should graduate at 
mid-year,” Osborne said. 

Zatechka and Stewart are starters 
and co-captains. Zatechka completed 
his degree in biological studies with 
a perfect 4.0 cumulative grade-point 
average. Eventually, he plans to 
enroll in medical school. Stewart, 
whose degree is in psychology, is 
considering working toward a PhD. 
Completing a degree “was one of the 
big reasons I came here,” said 
Stewart, who is from Chicago. 

Either or both could delay study- 
ing for advanced degrees for an 
opportunity to play pro football. 
Unlike most college players, howev- 
er, they won't be faced with having 
to sacrifice a final semester of classes 
toward an undergraduate degree in 
order to meet the considerable pre- 
draft demands of NFL scouts. 

“The biggest disruption for us has 
been pro football,’” Osborne said. 

That’s why he encourages his 
players to finish in four and a half 
years. Once out of school, it’s diffi- 
cult to return. 

The emphasis Osborne places on 
earning a degree was apparent in the 
number of former Cornhuskers who 
were graduated in August. They 
included Billy Wade, who complet- 
ed his eligibility last season; Steve 
Carmer and Vincent Hawkins, who 
finished in 1992; and Tony Holloway 


Linebacker Ed Stewart is one of 
the Huskers’ graduate students 
this season. 


and Cleo Miller, who finished in 
1986. 

“Statistics show if you have a col- 
lege degree, your playing career is 
two years longer and your earning 
capability is 30 percent higher’’ in 
the NFL, Osborne said. “That's 
according to the NEL. A college edu- 
cation is worth probably $800,000 to 
$1 million in a lifetime. So anybody 
who leaves here without a degree is 
probably pretty foolish.” 

Osborne’s emphasis on academic 
as well as football excellence can be 
seen in the fact that 38 of his players, 
including five who did it twice, have 
earned Academic All-America hon- 
ors. No other program in the country 
can match that total. 

The number of graduate students 
who have played on his teams is 
another indication. Having two 
graduate assistants at once, particu- 
larly two as good as Zatechka and 
Stewart, is remarkable. 
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The cost of providing these academic and red 
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institutional assistance or student fees. 
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Continued financial assistance from individuals and corporations who 
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A RISING STAR 

For the previous three years, since 
Nebraska switched to a 4-3 defense, 
Mike Anderson was entrenched as 
the Huskers’ starting MIKE — or 
middle — linebacker. With 
Anderson gone, enter Doug Colman, 
who is proving he can play the posi- 
tion well, too. 

Colman just hopes Husker fans 
know who he is. 

“T feel this is my year to let the 
people know who I am,” he said. 
“Not many people know too much 
about me right now, but hopefully 
more will if I come up with the big 
plays.” 

Not many Husker fans know a lot 
about the junior from Ventnor, N_J., 
because he’s spent the past three 
years in Anderson’s shadow. 
Colman was one of three Huskers 
who lettered as a true freshman in 
1991 (wingback Abdul Muhammad 
and safety Troy Dumas were the 
others), but he redshirted the follow- 
ing season. 

He played in every game last year 
backing up Anderson, and he waited 
for his chance. 

Colman, who earned the starting 
job last spring, said there’s no pres- 
sure being one of the newcomers in 
the starting unit. 

Players like tackles Terry Connealy 
and Christian Peter, and outside 
linebackers Dwayne Harris and 
Donta Jones help take the pressure 
off Colman. 

“The guys up front keep every- 
thing off the linebackers — they 
don’t make it too hard for me,” 


Jersey residents? 
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Colman said. “They help lessen my. 
workload a little and let me play my 
game.” 

It was fitting that Colman’s first 
collegiate start came in his home 
state. About 50 members of his fami- 
ly and friends attended the Kickoff 
Classic. 

“Playing in Nebraska, people at 
home tend to forget about me,” he 
said. 


ORANGES TO THE TURF 
Optimistic Husker fans decorated 
the New Jersey Meadowlands’ end- 
zones with oranges during the sea- 
son opener after each Nebraska 
)| score. Two oranges bounced into 
the end zone after Tommie 
)Frazier’s first touchdown. 


~ __| Unfamiliar with the habits of Big 
“S| Eight crowds, the stadium 


7} announcers said, “There’s a cou- 
Hy ple of flags in the end zone on 
») the play . . . No, wait, those are 


READY TO STAY HOME 
Nebraska's charter plane to 
New Jersey experienced mechan- 
ical difficulties for several hours 
before an eventual take-off. The 
team arrived at their hotel in the 
Meadowlands at 1:30 a.m. 


Relatively unknown until 
this season, Doug 
Colman is quickly 
establishing himself as a 
quality linebacker. 


Fortunately, the Huskers 
arrived a day early to pre- 
pare and were able to use 
the extra time to catch up 
on their rest, 

The trip home proved 
even more trying. The 
charter plane once again 
experienced delays due to 
weather and other prob- 
lems. The Huskers arrived 
three hours late in Lincoln, 
again around 1:30 a.m. 

Disgusted, the athletic 
department chose another 
airline for the trip to 
Lubbock, Texas. No delays 
were experienced, but the 
plane was small and make- 
shift. Extra seats had been 
squeezed in to create an 
unorthodox seating situation. 

It’s difficult to be comfortable if 
you are 6-foot-4 and 300 pounds 
plus cramped into a small seat. The 
general sentiment from the team 
was, “It’s great to be playing at 
home for the next four weeks.” 


FOOT LOOSE 
AND FANCY FREE 

Coach Osborne’s daughter Suzi 
was married during the open date 
over the Labor Day weekend. 
Osborne was losing his last child 
and his second daughter to mar- 
riage. But he seemed to be taking 
everything in stride at the ceremony 
and reception. 

The guests numbered nearly 700 
and a large room at a downtown 
hotel was reserved for the reception. 
A disc jockey provided recorded 
music — a mix of oldies and modern 
music — for entertainment and danc- 
ing. 
Osborne danced a few waltz-type 
melodies with his daughter. As the 
crowd thinned and the celebration 
continued, the bridesmaids noticed 
him tapping his foot under his table 
to many of the faster songs. 

Around 11:30 p.m. the party 
grabbed him in a coordinated attack 
and dragged him to the dance floor. 


After several attempts to slither 
away, he gave in and cut a jig 
with the giggling gaggle of 
maidens. Those who were still 
present gazed in amazement as 
the coach made a few whirls 
and appeared right at home 
with the younger crowd, | 
bouncing and dipping to a dri- | 
ving beat. 

It is rumored that evidence 
exists in the form of a video 
tape shot by Osborne’s son-in- 
law. He is doing his best to 
find the tape and put it in safe 
keeping. 


SCOOBIE DENNIS 

When Nebraska assistant 
coach Kevin Steele went to 
Southeast High School in 
Bradenton, Fla., to recruit cor- 
nerback Leslie Dennis for the 
first time, he couldn’t find him. 

But Dennis was at the school. 

“T asked everyone if they’d seen 
Leslie Dennis, and nobody knew 
who he was,” Steele said. “Finally, 
one person said, ‘You mean Scoobie.’ 
And then I found Leslie.” 

Dennis can’t remember when his 


older brothers labeled him Scoobie. 
He thinks it probably has something 
to do with “Scoobie Doo,” the lik- 
able, mystery-solving canine from 
the cartoon of the same name. 

“T guess I used to go around saying 
‘Scoobie Doo,’ and the name stuck,” 
he said. “Not many people call me 
Leslie.” 


Forget Leslie; Dennis goes by 
“Scoobie Doo.” 


Dennis is making a name for him- 
self this fall with his play. Fellow 
cornerback Tyrone Williams missed 
the Huskers’ season-opening win 
against West Virginia in the Kickoff 
Classic, so the redshirted freshman 
found himself wearing a black shirt 
to open the year. Black Shirts go to 
the starter at each position on 
Nebraska’s defense. 

And even when Williams returned, 
Dennis didn’t have to give up his 
shirt, even though he did relinquish 
his starting role. Dennis and 
Williams are sharing first-team 
duties at cornerback. 

“T hope I’m wearing this (the black 
shirt) for good, but we'll see what 
happens,” he said. “I don’t want to 
give it up.” 

Because of his size, the speedy 
Dennis isn’t your typical defensive 
back, but he more than makes up for 
his 5-foot-8 frame with his speed and 
leaping ability. 

Dennis is the third fastest Husker 
in the 40-yard dash with a time of 
4.46 seconds. 


A HUSKER TRADITION FOR 36 YEARS! 
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BAR & GRILL 
9th & Q, Lincoln, Neb. 


Open 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. 

Lunch specials 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Grill open 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Happy hours 4:30-6:30 p.m. M-F 
Big party? Call us! 

476-6511, or stop by 9th and Q 


The closest food & fun to the stadium. 
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ost people who know Rob Zatechka know 
that he is the same guy on the football field as 
he is off of it. 

Calm and controlled. 

He’s the same, that is, until the ball is snapped, and 
the left offensive tackle for the Nebraska Cornhuskers is 
sent into motion. 

It is that calm, controlled motion that literally makes 
him different, and it is that same motion that sends chills 
down the spines of some of the finest defensive players 
in the game. 

“Rob is a pretty controlled person,” Nebraska line- 
backer Ed Stewart said. “It is the same Rob on the field 
as off. He’s real calm, real controlled. I just think he is 
generally that kind of guy.” 

It has been well-documented what kind of guy 
Zatechka is. 

The 6-foot- 5, 315-pound senior from Lincoln could 
possibly be the finest college student-athlete in the coun- 
try. 
 Fatechka graduated last May with a degree in biologi- 
cal sciences, and his 4.0 grade point average (that’s on a 
4.0 scale) earned him nearly 
every academic honor that an 
athlete can possibly attain. 

But Husker opponents 
should always take heed — 
Zatechka’s control is a defensive 
player's loss of control. 

“He doesn’t make mistakes,” 
Stewart said. “You don’t want to 
let him get a hold of you, or he'll 
keep a hold of you. That’s about 
it.” 

Zatechka’s plans are always 
thought out, and he leaves little 
to chance. That’s why the 1994 
Rhodes Scholar candidate has 
few regrets about life at the 
University of Nebraska. 

A graduate of Lincoln East 
High School, Zatechka believes 
that not taking advantage of 
anything more than midget 
league football may be his 
biggest, and possibly only, ath- 
letic regret to date. 

“T think the only thing I regret is that I didn’t get 
involved with different athletics when I was younger,” 
Zatechka said. “I think it would have been fun to play 
some other sports. 

“I played football, and I was a shot putter in high 
school,” he said. “I would have liked to have played a 
sport like basketball.” 

Despite the lack of basketball on his high school 
resume, Zatechka did just fine with his other extra-cur- 
ricular activities. 

He was an All-State selection for Lee Zentic’s 
Spartans, and received the Touchdown Club of Atlanta’s 
Nebraska lineman of the year award in 1989. He also let- 
tered three times in track. 

Zatechka’s father, Doug, now the Assistant Vice 
Chancellor of Student Affairs and Director of Housing at 
the University of Nebraska, played college baseball, and 
his mother, Jane, was a standout athlete in high school. 

Rob’s younger brother, Jon, is a redshirted freshman 
guard at Nebraska, while his older brother, Steve, a 
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graduate student, held his own on the playing fields, as 
well. 

According to Rob, his whole family has a firm athletic 
base. 

“Most definitely,” he said. “They are all good athletes, 
and they are all pretty motivated. As far as my mom and 
dad are concerned, I think you have to be pretty moti- 
vated just to raise three boys.” 

While Zatechka comes by his physical prowess natu- 
rally, like every athlete the natural skills need to grow 
into perfection. Especially at the Division I-A level. 

“The thing that Rob had to work on the most was his 
agility,” Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne said. “That and 
holding his weight down. He needs to keep his weight 
around 295 to be effective. 

“But he’s done a good job at both of those things,” 
Osborne said. “He’s a good leader, and he’s good for col- 
lege football.” 

Zatechka has been at least a part-time starter since his 
redshirted freshman season, and he has gotten bigger 
and better every game. 

His 47 pancakes (knock-down blocks) figure out to an 
average of 4.3 per game. 
Zatechka was a 1994 presea- 
son All-Big Eight pick by 
Athlon magazine. 

Zatechka also holds a 
school record for his position 
in the 10-yard dash point 
totals with 867. 

; “The thing that I’m most 
| proud of is that I haven’t had 
| many big disappointments 
~|while I have been here,” 
| Zatechka said. “The thing that 
I’m happiest about is the 
} amount of playing time that I 


“People don’t realize how 
much work, effort and time it 
takes in doing that here at 
Nebraska,” Zatechka said. 
“You'll see guys get into fist 
| fights — I mean it is pretty 
darn vicious the way they 
are going at it — out in 


Rob Zatechka, a : 
reseason All-American, Practice while they are com- 


peting for spots. 

“Then 10 minutes later, they 
are in the weight room 
hanging out together, good 
buddies again. It’s com- 
pletely different off the field. But you have to come in 
expecting that. It’s a big business.” 

Zatechka believes that the Nebraska staff handles the 
division between business and fun better than most in 
the major college level. 

“T've got some friends that play at places like lowa 
State and some other places where they haven't had 
much success, and they are going through some tough 
times,” Zatechka said. “I think the coaching staff here 
has done a tremendous job in dealing with the pressure 
— on themselves and the players. I think Coach Osborne 
does a great job with all the scholarship restrictions that 
they have been faced with.” 

For Zatechka, it all means maintaining control. 
Control from the coaches standpoint, and a certain 


as been at least a 
rt-time starter since 
is redshirt freshman 
season. 


When he’s not 
unleashing his 
fury on defensive 
linemen, Rob 
Zatechka is a cool 
and composed — 
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amount of control from every player 
involved in the program. 

It means giving what he calls “the 
best fans around” a product that 
they can be proud of. And it boils 
down to a true love of the game. A 
love that is so strong, that he admits 
he would enjoy a shot at playing in 
the National Football League. 

“I think it’s something I would 
love to take a shot at,” he said. “If 
somebody gave me a chance to do it, 
I think I would put my other plans 
on hold for it. I think it is something 
I would have a lot of fun with.” 

As would his teammates on the 
offensive line. Zatechka points out 
that his controlled method is a per- 


sonal style that few others on the 
offensive line share with him. But 
they are just as motivated and just as 
goal-oriented as he is. 

Recklessness is what the Husker 
offensive line displays on a consis- 
tent basis. To Zatechka, styles used 
by players like Brenden Stai, Joel 
Wilks, Aaron Graham and Zach 
Wiegert are simply different meth- 
ods taken during a violent game. 

“Our two guards, Stai and Wilks, 
they get pretty fired up,” Zatechka 
said. “They do a good job. 
Everybody plays with a different 
style. Zach is a little more loose. 
Aaron Graham is kind of a perfec- 
tionist — everything has got to be 


Good Luck To 
The Black Shirts 
From The 
Pin-Striped, 


Buttoned-Down 


In our more than 130 years of business, we've cheered the Black Shirts to 
many a victory. And as Nebraska's oldest, largest bank with over $3.5 billion 
in assets, we will be around to witness many, many more. Best of luck this 
season from your fans at First National Bank of Omaha. 


first national bank 
of omaha 


MEMBER FDIC 
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100 percent every single time he 
does it. Stai and Wilks are always 
going crazy trying to kill somebody, 
which is a good way to do it, too.” 

But Zatechka must always take 
the more formulated direction to the 
game, both on and off the field. 
Doing that, he believes, gives him 
the ability to distinguish between 
what is important and what is pure 
folly. 

“7 think I find a certain amount of 
hypocrisy in the game,” Zatechka 
said. “T think a lot of guys come in 
and understand that, but you have 
to take a step back in order to see it 
all the time. 

“Some people who say we should 
be student-athletes, and should 
always be happy with that — are the 
same people that 


buy tickets for $35, 


sit in the stands, 
and get all over the 
coaches or certain 
players,” Zatechka 


**T think I 
find a 
certain 


said. “But we can 
separate ourselves 
from that and still 
have fun.” 


amount of 
hypocrisy 
in the 


But the past, 
even for Zatechka, game.” 
continues to lace — Rob Zatechka 


the fun with a bru- 


tal reality. 

Zatechka was a part of the last 
three Nebraska Orange Bowl teams, 
but he has also been a part of the 
losses. He played in Nebraska's 22-0 
loss to national champion Miami in 
1992, the Huskers’ 27-14 setback 
against the Florida State Seminoles 
in 1993, and last year’s heartbreak- 
ing 18-16 loss at the hands of the 
national champion Seminoles. 

This year, the Huskers have set 
their goals high. They fully under- 
stand that last season’s Orange Bowl 
loss to Florida State won them some 
respect. But they also understand 
that the expectations are predictably 
higher. 

“Our goals are to win the Big 
Eight, win the Orange Bowl, and 
win the national title,” Zatechka 
said. “But I don’t think anybody’s 
locked into the idea that if we don’t 
do that it’s not going to be a success- 
ful season. We want to live up to our 
potential. I think we’ve got some 
great potential. But if something bad 
does happen along the way, we have 
a lot of other goals we want to 
accomplish. A lot of things that we’d 
like to achieve.” 

And if it’s up to Zatechka, they 
will be achieved in a calm, con- 
trolled manner. Hf 


7 Wiegert was surprised 
when Lynn Swan, ABC televi- 
sion’s sideline reporter, told 
him he had been chosen player of 
the game for his performance in 
Nebraska's 49-21 victory against 
UCLA. “I was in shock,” said 
Wiegert, a senior offensive tackle. 

“Tt should have been given to the 
whole unit (line).” 

Maybe so. But Wiegert was a rea- 
sonable choice, however modest he 
might be. His No. 72 jersey was 
much in evidence at the point of 
attack, as the Cornhuskers rushed 
for 484 yards around and through 
the UCLA defense. 

“T think we did our job today,” 
Wiegert said. “I don’t know what 
our average yards per carry was, but 
it had to be pretty good.” 

He was right. Nebraska gained 
74 yards on the average every time 


Trench Warriors 


Wiegert, offensive line continue to impress both friend and foe 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


it ran the ball. Cornhusker quarter- 
back Tommie Frazier was asked to 
comment on the play of his offensive 
line. 

“You saw it for yourself. They’re 
big and powerful,” Frazier replied. 
“It’s nice to have.” 

Nebraska has built a tradition of 
developing outstanding offensive 
lines. But it’s been a while since the 
Cornhuskers have had one this 
good. 

It’s big and strong, quick and 
aggressive. “I’d hate to play a full 
game against them,” said defensive 
tackle Terry Connealy, who lines up 
against them during practice. 

“They're pretty good athletes for 
people that big,” Cornhusker head 
coach Tom Osborne said. 

Wiegert is 6-foot-5 and 300 
pounds. Rob Zatechka, the other 
tackle, is 6-foot-5, 315. Guards 


Brenden Stai and Joel Wilks are 6- 
foot-5, 300, and 6-foot-3, 280, respec- 
tively. Center Aaron Graham is 6- 
foot-4, 280. He’s also a junior. The 
others are seniors. 

Through three games, it has 
proven to be a devastating combina- 
tion of size and experience. “I think 
it’s the best line since I’ve been 
here,” said Wiegert, who has earned 
first-team all-conference recognition 
for two seasons in a row. 

Experience among the linemen is 
the most significant factor, that and 
quickness — what Wiegert called 
good feet. “It’s not so much that 
we're bigger and stronger. It’s know- 
ing where to go, and not wasting 
time getting there,” he said. 

The athleticism of Wiegert and 
the rest of the offensive line was a 
subject of much discussion during 
See OVERVIEW page 30 


DOWN BUICK’ 


Nebraska Scores Again with the Buick Special Edition Park Avenue and Regal 


Special Edition Park Avenue (SG) 


Special Edition Regal (SF) 


Right now your participating Quality Buick Dealer has a Special Edition Park Avenue 
and Regal for you! Buick’s Special Editions are loaded with options and specially 
priced...but only for a limited time! See your Quality Buick Dealer today. 


* Prices shown are available for a limited time only; Supplies are limited. Tax, title, and license extra. See participating dealer for details. © 1993 Cliff Houser & Associates Advertising Corporation. 
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SCOUTING 
PACIFIC 


hen Chuck Shelton last 
coached against Nebraska 
in 1991, he thought he had 


finally gotten rid of the Cornhuskers. 
While he was the head coach at Utah 
State from 1986-1991, he played the 
Cornhuskers three times and lost all 
three games by a combined score of 
178-53. 

But when the series ended in 
1991, Shelton had had enough, say- 
ing it would be the last time his team 
would travel to Lincoln, and Utah 
State canceled its scheduled meeting 
in Lincoln for the 1994 season. 

This fall, Shelton begins his third 
season as head coach at the 
University of Pacific, and guess 
what? Pacific replaced Utah State as 
Nebraska’s opponent, and Shelton 
and the Tigers are coming to Lincoln 
Sept. 24 fora 1 p.m. showdown. 

Pacific wasn’t supposed to be on 
the schedule, but when the Huskers 
had a scheduling conflict and need- 
ed an extra game, Pacific agreed to 
step in, 

And while the Tigers, members of 
the Big West Conference, are 
improved, Shelton is realistic about 
his return trip to Memorial Stadium. 

“I think we'll be very competitive 
against most of the teams we'll play, 
although I don’t know if Tom 
Osborne at Nebraska is going to be 
real concerned about us,” Shelton 


said. 
1994 PACIFIC 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record — 2-] 
Calif.-Davis 
@ Minnesota 
SW Texas St. 
@ Nebraska 
@ Nevada 
N. Illinois 
@ Arkansas St. 
Utah State 
@ Oregon St. 
Nov. 12 @N. Mexico St. 
Nov. 19 San Jose St. 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 


W, 24-7 
L, 33-7 
W, 27-7 
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Quarterback Chris Whelihan has 
picked up his game in 1994 and 
is averaging over 200 yards 
through the air. 


For Shelton, there is some added 
bad news. Pacific is scheduled to 
return to Lincoln in 1995. 

However, Shelton is taking a posi- 
tive approach to his non-conference 
games, including the one against the 
Huskers. He thinks playing tough 
opponents will make Pacific better 
when it opens Big West Conference 
play. 

Last year, the Tigers were 3-8 
overall, but two wins were against 
conference foes. Pacific's 2-4 league 
record was good for sixth place. 

“T’'ve always believed in playing a 
quality non-conference schedule,” 
Shelton said, “It prepares you for the 
rest of your schedule in ways that I 
don’t think you can prepare by not 
playing quality teams. We'll be 
awfully competitive in the Big West 
this season, and we could be in the 
hunt right down to the wire.” 

The way the Tigers opened the 
season, Shelton may be right in his 


: = i) this to lend to gre 


Nebraska vs. Pacific 


A positive attitude is the Tigers’ best weapon 


prediction that his team 
will be better and that the 
Huskers may not have 
much to fear. Pacific won 
its season-opener, 24-7, 
against the University of 
j California-Davis, but they 
dropped a 33-7 decision at 
Minnesota. 

Defense has been 
Shelton’s motto since he 
began coaching, and he 
took the emphasis with 
him from Utah State. It 
took him two seasons to 
do it, but Shelton finally 
feels at ease with the 
depth he has to work 
with. 

“For the first time in 
three years, we'll be at 
least two deep and com- 
fortable playing both peo- 
ple at each position,” 
Shelton said. “We expect 
at com- 

petition.” 

Three members of the Tiger sec- 
ondary return to lead a defense that 
gave up 372 yards and 23.6 points 
per game last year, In all, eight 
starters return from last season’s 
defense. 

Darius Cunningan, a four-year 
starter at cornerback, had 72 total 
tackles and picked off one pass a 
year ago. Duane Thomas plays the 
other corner, and he also picked off a 
pass a year ago from his starting 
position. Safety Jeff Russell also 
returns, giving the Tigers a lot of 
experience in the secondary. Russell 
was in on 81 tackles last year. 

At linebacker, Eric Stavola, who 
missed six games last year because 
of injury, still made 64 tackles. He'll 
be joined by Ed Tatola, a transfer 
from the College of San Mateo, and 
Vince Bruno at the inside linebacker 
spot. 

Jami Anderson is the Tigers’ top 
outside linebacker, and junior col- 
lege transfer Elliott Burke plays 
opposite Anderson. 

The line is also experienced, with 
tackles Charles Miller and Brad 


Stammer and nose tackle Jason 
Evans. Erick Anderson will provide 
depth up front. The line isn’t big 
(Evans is the biggest returning play- 
er at 6-foot-1, 267 pounds), but new- 
comer Jyme Daniels (6-2, 319) will 
add beef on the line. 

Offensively, the quarterback spot 
already has shown improvement 
this season. Through the first two 
games, Chris Whelihan is averaging 
203.5 yards of total offense per game. 

Last year, Whelihan shared start- 
ing duties, managing to throw for 
more than 1,300 yards and nine 
touchdowns. 

The running game should also 
continue to get better. Stanley Green 
started a year ago, gaining 445 yards 
and averaging 3.9 yards per carry. 
Tailback Joe Abdullah and Yasin 
Reeder will also see playing time. 
Abdullah spent two years at San 
Diego State, where he backed up 
Marshall Faulk before transferring to 
Pacific. 


HUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
Reggie Baul 5-8 170 
Brendan Holbein 5-9 180 
Rob Zatechka 6-5 315 
Brady Caskey 6-4 290 
Joe! Wilks 6-3 280 
Steve Ott 6-4 275 
Aaron Graham 6-3 280 
Bill Humphrey 6-2 265 
Brenden Stal 6-4 300 
Bryan Pruitt 6-1 255 
Zach Wiegert 6-5 300 
Brady Caskey 6-4 290 
Matt Shaw 6-3 235 
Eric Alford 6-2 225 
Tommie Frazier 6-2 205 
Brook Berringer 6-4 210 
Cory Schlesinger 6-0 230 
Jeff Makovicka 5-10:210 
Lawrence Phillips 6-0 220 
Damon Benning 5-11 205 
Abdul Muhammad 5-9 160 
Glester Johnson §-11 210 
6-5 205 


Tom Sieler 


DEFENSE 
Dwayne Harris 
Grant Wistrom 
Christian Peter 
Scott Saltsman 
Terry Connealy 
Jason Pesterfield 
Donta Jones 
Jared Tomich 
Troy Dumas 
Clint Brown 
Doug Colman 
Phil Ellis 
Ed Stewart 
Ryan Terwilliger 
Barron Miles 
Darren Schmadeke 
Tyrone Williams 
Leslie Dennis 
Kareem Moss 
Dave Alderman 
Tony Veland 
Eric Stokes 
Darin Erstad 


5-10 190 
5-10 180 
6-2 200 
5-11 175 
6-2 195 


Pacific has a number of 
receivers to throw at a defense. 
Sophomore Greg Weston grabbed 
29 passes for 328 yards as a new- 
comer last season. Damon Bowers 
also had a solid freshman season, 
catching 23 passes for 173 yards. 

The Tiger line is almost the same 
as it was a year ago, with four 
starters back. But the group, consist- 
ing of center Aaron McClellan, tack- 
le Matt McGinn and guards Dan 
Weldon and Justin Werth, must do 
better this season if Pacific is to chal- 
lenge for a Big West title. The Tigers 
ranked 105th out of 106 Division I-A 
schools in rushing last year, gaining 
just 69.3 yards per game. 

This is the first meeting between 
Pacific and Nebraska, but the 
Huskers have had plenty of success 
against teams from the Big West. 
Against current Big West schools, 
Nebraska has won all 11 games, all 
under Osborne. 


TIGER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 

Damon Bowers 5-9 183 
Greg Weston 5-10 179 
Matt McGinn 6-4 277 
Tafa Jefferson 6-5 290 
Bryan Chiu 6-2 284 
Branon Kane 6-3 289 
Aaron McClellan 6-3 262 
Bryan Chiu 6-2 284 
Justin Werth 6-2 281 
Steve Krauss 6-2 249 
Hormaz Jangi 6-3 263 
Jayson Blaine 6-5 270 
Mike Morales 6-1 208 
Jeff Endes 6-3 236 
Craig Whelihan 6-5 215 
Nick Sellers 6-0 182 
Kerry Brown 6-4 193 
Howard Blackwell 5-11 191 
Joe Abdullah 6-0 206 
Stanley Green 5-10 185 
Kerry Blakney 5-11 233 
Michael Edwards 

George Lodato 


DEFENSE 
Charles Miller 
Steve Wright 
Brad Stammer 
Jason Evans 
Jason Evans 
Steve Wright 
Ed Tatola 
Martin Konrad 
Bill Denny 
Ty Locatelli 
Vince Bruno 
Eric Stavola 
Jami Anderson 
Shon Kendall 
Darrius Cunnigan 
Ray Stukes 
Jeff Russell 
Andy Naylor 
Nathan Young 
Matt Kilgras 
Duane Thomas 
Rodney Campbell 5-10 178 
Roger Fleenor 6-1 177 


Depth charis were compiled September 18 and could change before game time. 


© Kent Pavelka, 

KFAB (Omaha): | 

think it won't be 

much of a game. 

The biggest con- 

cerns are that the 
Huskers get through the game 
without any major injuries and 
that they use the week to 
improve. Nebraska 27, 
Pacific 17. 


¢ Brian Rosenthal, York 
News-Times: Obviously, | don’t 
think it'll be much of a contest. | 
know Pacific lost pretty badly to 
Minnesota. This game should 
be good to develop some depth 
at quarterback, as well as at 
other positions. Nebraska 
63, Pacific 3. 


® Tom Vint, Associated Press 
(Omaha): The Huskers probably 
feel they have a breather after 
three tough openers. It should 
be a chance for Coach 
Osborne to get some playing 
time for his reserves, who have 
been looking for a chance to 
play. | look ra a game not too 
pretty. And, | look for Tom 
Osborne to be congenial about 
this one, but | don’t think Pacific 
will have much to match up. 
Nebraska 42, Pacific 7. 


¢ Chris Fowler, ESPN: | think 
Nebraska will continue the feast 
of West Coast competition. Dr. 


Tom can name the score. 
Nebraska 56, Pacific 7. 


¢ Huskers Illustrated: The 
new HuskerVision system will 
be put to the test. Football train- 
ers will get the most workout 
helping players with neck strain 
resulting from looking up at the 
replays. This will be Nebraska’‘s 
token ugly game. Tommie 
Frazier ah the first-teamers 
should shower at halftime. One 
bright spot will be that Brook 
Berringer will get his chance-4o 
run the offense — a handy 
insurance policy. Pacific has the 
heart to make this a competitive 
game, but not the tools. What 
else can you say about a game 
like this without sounding foo 
cliche. Nebraska 62, 
Pacific 24. 
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Se Me gana, a 


Saturday’ S westinriot >. it 
was’ Nebraska that had_, <n 
both the final say, 49-21 : 


* Pane @ 


he less said, the better. Perhaps UCLA 

football players should have accepted 

their 14-13 loss against Nebraska last sea- 
son instead of suggesting luck was involved. 

Sometimes, words can come back to haunt 
you, which seemed to be the case when the 
Bruins came to Memorial Stadium last Saturday 
afternoon. Their claims that Nebraska was lucky 
to win a year ago in Los Angeles evidently found 
a place on a bulletin board, where Tommie 
Frazier could read them. 

The Cornhusker quarterback was not amused, 
shall we say? In fact, he was a little out of sorts. 

“T thought they did more talking than prepar- 
ing for us. We were the better team last year, and 
the better team this year,” Frazier said after 
directing Nebraska to a 49-21 victory against the 
Bruins. 

“They talked the whole week, said we were 
lucky | ast year. You can’t say things like that.” 

Well, you can, but you had best be prepared 
to back them up. 

The Cornhuskers didn’t cut 
UCLA much slack, rolling up 
555 yards, including 484 on the UCLA 
ground. That despite using 
nearly 100 players. REVIEW, 

[It was a performance befit- [7 
ting the excitement surrounding 
the first home game of the sea- 
son. A Friday-night pep rally, 
which included the unveiling of 

HuskerVision video 
screens and a fireworks dis 
drew 35,000. 

The ESPN cable television 
network brought its college football Game Day 
program to Lincoln, and the g game was telev ised 
by ABC. 

UCLA was expected to provide Nebraska 
with its most significant non-conference ch 
lenge. But the Bruins fell in much the same way 
that Texas Tech had fallen the week before. They 
were knocked down and run over. 

“Defensively, we just couldn’t hold up with 
their speed, quickness, ability to break tackles 
and run the option,” said Bruins coach Terry 
Donahue. “Our defense just didn’t hold up on 
the perimeter at all. 

“They are far and away the most difficult 
offense we face. No one is nearly as difficult to 
defend when they have good players in their 
offense as they do now.” 

And none is better than Frazier, the “key to 
Nebraska’s team offensively,” according to 
Donahue. “He’s a very, ver cial and ver 
different player, and | ‘s phenomen 
Donahue said. 

“That type of player makes such a difference 
that unless you've played or coached against 
him, you can’t understand it.” 

Statistically , the game wasn’t among Frazier’s 
best. He rushed for 29 yards on seven carries and 
completed 5 5-of-11 passes for 59 yards. But one of 
his carries resulted in a 12-yard touchdown run, 


UCLA Game Photos by Robert Berry 
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and two of his passes were good for 
touchdowns — a 23-yarder to tight 
end Eric Alford and a 9-yard for- 
ward pitch to Brendan Holbein. 

More importantly, however, 
Frazier’s decision-making and the 
offensive threat he posed every time 
he took a snap put tremendous pres- 
sure on the UCLA defense. 

“IT made the comment before the 
game that I thought Tommie Frazier 
was in an elite class of athletes in 
college football,” said Donahue. 
“After having played him this year 
on AstroTurf, I probably feel 
stronger about my belief than before. 

“He’s the type of player that 
makes your whole football team 
totally different. He’s a Michael 
Jordan-type player, who just makes 
sucha difference ina game.” 

Compounding UCLA's problems 
was the absence of All-America wide 
receiver J.J. Stokes, who was held 
out of the game because of a severe- 
ly bruised left thigh. Stokes wasn’t 
even in uniform for the game. 

The Bruins also were without 
running back Skip Hicks, who 
apparently is being redshirted 
because of an injury, and cornerback 
Carl Greenwood, who was sidelined 
by injury. 


Even so, UCLA has enough talent 
that Nebraska expected to be tested. 

At times, Nebraska’s defense 
was, and that was a cause of some 
concern for Coach Tom Osborne. 

“Our defense gave up some 
yards,” he said. “I was a little disap- 
pointed in that.” 

The Bruins finished with 414 
yards, including 285 passing. Senior 
quarterback Wayne Cook completed 
15-of-28 passes for 217 yards and a 
touchdown to Kevin Jordan. But he 
also threw two interceptions, with 
Tony Veland getting his second in as 


UCLA had no answer for 
Nebraska’s running game as 
fullback Jeff Makovicka helped 

the Huskers’ rack up 484 
yards on the ground. 


many games, and Clint Brown stop- 
ping a Bruin attempt late in the first 
half at building momentum. 

The Cornhuskers had only two 
sacks, but “it’s hard to get a good 
rush on a quarterback (running) out 
of the shotgun,” Osborne said. 

UCLA both ran and passed out of 
a shotgun much of the afternoon. 
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Halfback Sharmon Shah gained 91 
yards, but that was most of the pro- 
duction. 

“We felt we could make a few 
yards on the Nebraska defense, but 
they played extremely well,” 
Donahue said. 

He didn’t get an argument from 
Nebraska defensive coordinator 
Charlie McBride. “I felt if we could 
hold them to 14 points, that would 
be pretty good,” McBride said. 
“Offense is the strength of their 
team, by a bunch.” 

Those who expect shutouts week 
in and week out, like the 31-0 victory 
against West Virginia in the Kickoff 
Classic, are being unrealistic, accord- 
ing to McBride. 

“West Virginia played into our 
hands,” he said. “You're not going to 
see that West Virginia game again.” 

As it had in its first two games, 
however, Nebraska got off to a good 
start against UCLA, leading 12-0 
after the first quarter. The biggest 
concern at that point was a blocked 
extra-point kick after the first touch- 
down. The Cornhuskers attempted 
two-point conversions after their 
next three touchdowns and were 
successful twice, both runs by 
Frazier. 


The Bruins cut the lead to 12-7 
early in the second quarter, only to 
watch as Nebraska increased the 
margin to 28-7 by halftime. 

The Cornhuskers drove 80 yards 
on eight plays to go ahead 20-7, a 
series that underscored the predica- 
ment in which UCLA found itself. 
Backup I-back Clinton Childs carried 
four times for 52 yards on the drive, 
which was capped by Frazier’s 12- 
yard run. 

After UCLA opened the second 
half with a touchdown that led to a 
28-14 score, Childs ran 8 yards for a 
touchdown, two plays after 
Lawrence Phillips ran 60 yards. 

Halfway into the run, Bruin 
strong safety Abdul McCullough 
appeared to be in position to knock 
Phillips out of bounds, but couldn’t 
make the play. 

“T thought I did a pretty good job 
overall,” said Phillips. “I ran strong. 
I ran hard, and I felt pretty good 
about my performance.” 

Pretty good? He rushed for 178 
yards on 19 carries, which, on the 
average, figures out to be almost a 
first down every time he touched the 
ball. Phillips carried only once in the 
second quarter and not at all during 
the fourth. 


LATEX 
ACRYLIC FINISE 
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“In the beginning, they were 
tougher, but then we started wear- 
ing them down,” Phillips said. “We 
got the snaps off pretty quick, and 
they were getting tired.” 

“I saw fear in their eyes,” said 
Frazier. In the eyes of the Bruin line- 
backers he could read concern: 
“What play is it going to be next?” 

Nebraska didn’t suffer an offen- 
sive lapse, according to Frazier. 
“Their defense adjusted to us, and 
we adjusted to it (their adjustment) 
well,” he said. 

The Cornhusker defense gave a 
game ball to sophomore safety Mike 
Minter, who suffered a season-end- 
ing knee injury in the Texas Tech 
game. “Our players are deeply hurt 
about that,” McBride said. 

He wasn’t overly concerned that 
UCLA managed to have occasional 
success on offense. “The second half 
of the third quarter, we started 
putting kids in who didn’t practice 
this week. Our concern isn’t how 
many points they scored. It’s how 
many kids there were who didn’t 
play,” McBride said. “I’m looking 
for the *W’ (win). 

“Our offense mashed ‘em,” 
McBride said. That was really about 
all anyone needed to say. 


DIAMOND 
Ne wa VOGEL 


a / Architects $ 
/ Contractors « 
™ / Homeowners choose Diamond 
Vogel because they want their 
paint job to look good and last. 


We're here to serve you with 14 
locations in the Husker state, and 
56 more from the Great Lakes to 
the Rockies. 


Nebraska Main Distribution Outlet: 
7870 "L" Street 
Omaha, NE 
(402) 592-2400 


Nebraska Retail Locations 
Omaha "L" St. Lincoln S. 57th St. 
Omaha Maple Lincoln N. Cotner 
Omaha 120th Grand Island 
Bellevue. Hastings 
Fremont North Platte 
Columbus Mc Cook 
Norfolk Scottsbluff 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 19 


8299-DV 


Success requires careful planning. 
Security Mutual Life has been planning ways clients 
can achieve their financial goals for nearly 100 years. 
And our sound management practices and strong 
strategic planning, have made us one of the strongest, 
most secure insurance companies in the Midwest. 

If you would like some coaching on how you can 
reach your goals, contact a Security Mutual Life 
representative today. We have a gain plan you'll want to 


hear. 


Security 
Mutual Life 


Dedicated to Your Security 
Since 1895 


200 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, NE (402) 477-4141 


Nebraska offices in Scottsbluff, Kimball, McCook, North Platte, Kearney, 
Burwell, Valentine, Columbus, Norfolk, Milford, Spencer, Albion, Fremont, 


Lincoln, Beatrice, Omaha, Oakland and Bellevue. 


STATISTICS 


SEMEN BEN m/e 


TEAM 
Nebraska 
UCLA 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


UCLA 

First Downs 

Rushing 

Passing 

Penalty 
Rushing Attempts 
Yards Gained Rushing 153 
Yards Lost Rushing 24 
Net yards rushing 129 
Net yards passing 

Passes attempted 

Passes completed 

Had intercepted 
Total plays 
Total net yards 414 

Avg. gain per play 59 7.2 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 2-1 
Penalties-yards 4-25 7-65 
Punts-yards 4-162 3-141 

Avg. per punt 40.5 47.0 
Possession time 27-5594 6G2e05 
Third Down Efficiency 8-15 4-10 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 
D2 52) 4 
12 14647 14— 
0" PM 


NEBRASKA 
Tackles 


Solo Asst. Sacks Int. 
(0) 
10} 


1.5 


Player 
Moss 
Stewart 
Harris 
Peter 
Connealy 
Veland 
Colman 
Williams 
Stokes 
Miles 
Ellis 
Jones 
Tomich 
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—-~NW=HA+$-O0-N$NOAW 
oO 
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UCLA 
Tackles 
Player Solo Asst. 
McCullough 6 6 
Guidry 2 7 
Smalley 2 
Jasper 2 
1 
3 


Sacks Int. 


Walton 
Isaia 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


RUSHING 

NEBRASKA 
Player Att. Yds. Avg. Long TD 
Phillips 19 178 9.4 
Schlesinger BOR) SFait 
Frazier 2g AN 
Childs 78) tied 
Benning 29 «63.6 
Makovicka DOM OF 
Muhammad 30 =30.0 
Berringer ey) ASI 

UCLA 

Player . Yds. Avg. 
Shah Chie sey 
Milliner 38 55.4 


Uo) fot ye 


PASSING 

NEBRASKA 
Player Att./Comp. Int. 
Frazier 11/5 0 
Berringer 1/1 0 

UCLA 

Player Att./Comp. Int. 
Cook 28/15 2 
Fien 7/6 0 


RECEIVING 

NEBRASKA 
Player No. Yds. Long 
Alford 2925 23 
Muhammad 1 15 15 
Holbein 2 14 9 
Childs 1 7 7 

UCLA 

Player No. Yds. Long 
Jordan 7 129 50 
Washington 
McElroy 


FIELD GOALS 
NEBRASKA 
Att. Comp. Long 
Oo 860 0 
UCLA 
Att. Comp. Long 
1 0 0) 


PUNTING 

NEBRASKA 
Player No. Avg. Yds. 
Erstad 3 47.0 141 55 


Long 


(3 GAMES) 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING 
G No. Yds: “YRG 
Phillips 3 62 479 159.6 
Frazier 3 32 243 81.0 
Childs 3 21 167 55.6 
Schlesinger 3 21 165 55.0 | 
Benning 3 20 93 31.0 | 
Makovicka 3 14 86 28.6 
Schuster 3 5 60 20.0 
Berringer 3 5 37 12.3 
PASSING 
| G Att.Cmp. Int. Yds. Tds. 
Frazier 3 42 18 2 247 4 
| Berringer 3 3 1 2 fon) oO 
RECEIVING 
G_ No. Yds. YPC YPG Tas. 


Alford 
Phillips 
Baul 
Holbein 
Muhammad 


3 70 23.3 23.3 2 
5-56 11.2 28.0 0 
4 60 15.0 30.0 1 
3 21 Oru.” ot 
ee | 19.0 126 0 
DEFENSE 
Un. Asst. Ttl. 
AD) fi2) 22 
11 16 
13 
12 
11 
10 
10 
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Sacks 
0 


2 


Stewart 
Moss 
Peter, C. 
Colman 

) Harris 

| Jones 

| Tomich 
Ellis 
Williams, T. 
Stokes 
Minter 
Miles 
Veland 
Terwilliger 
Dennis 
Wistrom 
Hesse 
Brown 

) Hardin 
Penland 
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~ 
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| TEAM STATISTICS 
| Total Offensive Yards 
Net Rushing Yards 
Passing Yards 


NU OPP 
1,635 800 
1,376 284 
259 516 


Scoring ist 2nd 3rd 4th TOT 
NU 22 44 +21 35 122 
Opp 0) 16°, is. 14: 637 


1994 NEBRASKA 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record — 3-0 

vs. W. Virginia 
@ Texas Tech 
UCLA 

Pacific 
Wyoming 
Oklahoma St. 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Missouri 
Colorado 
Kansas 


Aug. 28 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. | 
| Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
| Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Noy. 25 


W, 31-0 
W, 42-16 
W, 49-21 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m, 

TBA 
1:00 p.m. 
@ lowa St. 1:00 p.m. 
@ Oklahoma 1:30 p.m. 
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With numbers in high 
demand, Larry 
Jacobsen, Trev Alberts 
and Will Shields had 
their jerseys, not 
numbers, retired 
during the spring 

game this year 


Wale 


ot since 1986 had any 
Nebraska football player 
worn jersey No. 20. 


Terry Rodgers, a freshman I-back, 
was the player. He wore the number 
with the blessing of his father, 
Johnny Rodgers, the Cornhuskers’ 
first Heisman Trophy winner. 

Johnny Rodgers also wore jersey 
No. 20. And soon after he finished 
his career with a memorable perfor- 
mance against Bear Bryant’s 
Alabama team in the 1973 Orange 
Bowl game, the No. 20 jersey was 
retired. The No. 79 jersey of his 
teammate, middle guard Rich 
Glover, also was retired, bringing 
Nebraska’s total to three. The first 
Cornhusker jersey to be retired was 
Tom Novak’s No. 60, in 1950. 

Rodgers had to grant permission 
for son Terry to wear jersey No. 20. 
Terry asked, and Johnny said OK. 
His permission was automatic, 
Johnny said at the time. But it car- 
ried a stipulation. He told Terry 
“you can’t wear it if you can’t use 
it.” He emphasized “use.” 

Wearing the No. 20 jersey meant 
wearing tradition, Johnny said. It 
was special. “Terry’s not just wear- 
ing it, he’s taking the whole state on. 
And_ he’s not going to let people 
down.” 

Terry Rodgers certainly didn’t let 
Nebraska football fans or his proud 
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father down. But his career was cut 
short by injury, and when it ended, 
his father’s No. 20 jersey went back 
into Cornhusker trophy-case retire- 
ment. 

It went back into retirement, that 
is, until Nebraska’s annual media 
day in August. Then, and there, 
among dozens of Cornhuskers, so 
many that several were forced to 
wear duplicated jersey numbers, 
was Michael Booker in a No. 20 jer- 
sey. 

Booker is a sophomore defensive 
back who sat out last season because 
he didn’t meet freshman eligibility 
requirements under the NCAA‘s 
Proposition 48. Until senior Sedric 
Collins announced he was quitting 
the team after the Kickoff Classic 
and sophomore Mike Minter suf- 
fered a season-ending knee injury in 
the Texas Tech game, Booker 
appeared headed for a redshirt. 
Nonetheless, he was wearing jersey 
No. 20. 

And Brian Knuckles, a transfer 
from Coffeyville, Kan., Community 
College, was wearing jersey No. 30. 
Mike Rozier, Nebraska’s second 
Heisman Trophy winner, was the 
last to wear jersey No. 30. After 
Rozier completed his eligibility in 


the 1984 Orange Bowl game, the No. 
30 jersey was retired, in honor of his 
accomplishments. 

Dean Steinkuhler’s No. 71 jersey 
was retired at the same time as 
Rozier’s No. 30. By then, the 
Cornhuskers’ total had risen to six. 
After Dave Rimington finished at 
Nebraska, his No. 50 jersey also was 
retired to the trophy case, never to 
be worn again . . . theoretically. 

The retirement rules were clear. 
The jersey numbers of those who 
won the Heisman Trophy or both 
the Outland Award and Lombardi 
Trophy would be retired. 
Steinkuhler won the Outland and 
Lombardi Trophy in 1983. 
Rimington won both in 1982, after 
winning the Outland Award in 1981. 

Larry Jacobsen won the Outland 
Award in 1971, but because he 
didn’t win the Lombardi Trophy as 
well, Cornhusker linemen continued 
to wear the No. 75 jersey he wore. 

Will Shields was among those 
who wore No. 75 after Jacobsen. He 
won the Outland Award in 1992. At 
halftime of Nebraska’s Spring Game 
in 1994, the No. 75 jerseys of 
Jacobsen and Shields were retired, 
along with the No. 34 jersey of Trev 
Alberts, who won the Butkus Award 


a few months earlier. 

The jerseys of those three 
Cornhuskers were retired, but their 
numbers weren’t. From then on, that 
was to be the procedure. Six num- 
bers would be retired, with future 
Cornhuskers who earned significant 
honors being honored themselves by 
the retirement of their jerseys only. 
You could see a No. 34 jersey with 
the name “Alberts” in the trophy 
case. But David Reddick, a freshman 
wingback from Camden, N.J., wore 
No. 34 at media day. A No. 75 jersey 
with “Shields” and a No, 75 jersey 
with “Jacobsen” would hang in the 
trophy case. But offensive tackle 
Chris Dishman has been assigned 
No. 75 now. That was made clear at 
the time those jerseys were retired. 

The No. 20 and No. 30 jerseys 
were a different matter, however, 
until this season. “I think we 
removed all numbers from retire- 
ment,” Coach Tom Osborne said 
after practice in early August. 
“We're retired some jerseys, but not 
permanently. We’re just getting 
short enough on numbers that we’re 
going to have to let people wear 
those. The duplicated numbers were 
confusing.” 

Booker and Knuckles are the first 


to be assigned previously 
retired numbers. Glover's No. 
79, Steinkuhler’s No. 71, 
|Novak’s No. 60° and 
Rimington’s No. 50 haven’t 
been taken out of retirement 
yet, though they almost certain- 
7 ly will be — with the notable 
} exception of Novak’s. His No. 
| 60 was retired by the N Club. 
As a result, it will remain 
4 retired, Osborne said. 
If only one number is to be 
-] permanently retired, it proba- 
bly ought to be Novak's. He 
played both offense and 
defense, earning all-conference 
|} honors as a fullback in 1946 
and as a center in 1947 and 
1948. He earned All-America 
recognition as a center and line- 
backer in 1949. 
Novak never backed down. 
In 1950, at the same time his 
No. 60 jersey was retired, the 
Novak Award was established. 
It is presented each year to the 
Cornhusker senior who “best 
exemplifies courage and deter- 
| mination despite all odds in the 
manner of Nebraska All- 
American Tom Novak.” 
Nebraska took 87 players to 
the Kickoff Classic and 70 to 
Lubbock, Texas, to play Texas 
Tech. More than 100 players regular- 
ly suit up for home games. Simple 
mathematics explain the problem. 
NCAA rules allow jerseys to be 
numbered from 1 to 99. 
With six unavailable, and given 


restrictions on the jersey numbers 
worn by players at certain positions, 
something had to be done. When 
two players must wear the same 
number, one plays offense and the 
other plays defense. But there can be 
only so much duplication before 
confusion causes problems, includ- 
ing the possibility two players with 
the same number might get into a 
game at the same time. 

“We're trying not to duplicate 
numbers,” said Glen Abbott, who is 
in his 18th season as Nebraska’s 
equipment manager. In addition to 
making certain that two offensive or 
defensive players aren’t assigned the 
same number, Abbott attempts to 
assign duplicate numbers to players 
who might not see much, if any, 
action — such as redshirts. 

As for the previously retired 
numbers, “we’re only going to use 
them if we have to,” Abbott said. 

Knuckles was assigned No. 30. 
He didn’t request it as some have 
suggested, Abbott said, although his 
wearing the number worn by Rozier 
has symbolic significance. He broke 
the career rushing record at 
Coffeyville, set by Rozier in a single 
season. 

Allowing Knuckles to wear a No. 
30 jersey “doesn’t diminish what 
Rozier did here,” Pederson said. 

It’s just going to take some get- 
ting used to, seeing those numbers 
again. 

Heisman winner Johnny Rodgers 
has had his No. 22 “unretired” 
twice now. 
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othing spices up a good 
recruiting season like having 


some prime-time running 
back talent in your home state. 
When that great one is a local boy, 
with the home school praying he 
stays close to home and those big- 
time programs from across the coun- 
try knocking on the door, recruiting 
mavens really get stirred up. 

Well, get ready Nebraska fans, 
because the top running back in the 
country just might play his prep ball 
in Omaha. Ahman Green (6-0, 200, 
4,45) plays his prep ball at Omaha 
(Central), Neb., and is ranked as the 
number one running back in the 
country, according to SuperPrep 
national recruiting magazine. 

The key is whether the Huskers 
will be able to keep the top in-state 
prospect home this season. Green is 
a big Nebraska fan, and he admits 
that the chances are better than 
50/50 that he will be a Husker. 

“Yes, I have been a Nebraska fan 
all my life,” Green said. “How could 
you live in this state and see the suc- 
cess that Nebraska has week after 
week, and not be a fan of their pro- 
gram? They also have a pretty good 
history with their tailbacks. So 
Nebraska would be a great choice 
for me, and I will take a serious look 
at them.” 

The Huskers’ main competition 
may once again be Notre Dame, 
with Stanford, Florida State and 
Michigan in the chase. 

The Huskers have pulled a player 
or two out of the state of Oklahoma 
in the past, and they will have a shot 
at the top two running backs from 
the Sooner State. 

Benny Butler (6-1, 195, 4.55) of 
Del City, Okla., is regarded as the 
best in Oklahoma after rushing for 
1,674 yards and 26 touchdowns last 
season. Butler is a mature senior 
who has been a dominant performer 
since his sophomore season. A slash- 
ing runner, Butler likes in-state 
power OU along with Oklahoma 
State, but admits that he wants to 
take a look at the Huskers. 

“Every running back knows that 
Nebraska always has a great offense 


24 SEPTEMBER 24, 1994 


By JAMES HALE 


and loves to run the tailback,” said 
Butler. “Tom Osborne is a great 
offensive coach, and if you can start 
at Nebraska, that says a great deal 
about your ability.” 

Throw Miami, Colorado, 
Tennessee and Ohio State into the 
mix, and Butler has seven solid 
schools at which to look. 

Shawn Mills (6-2, 170, 4.4) of 
Enid, Okla., is the younger brother 
of Sooner wide receiver P.J. Mills. 
However, that does not lock in 
Shawn at OU; in fact, the younger 
Mills is looking to establish his own 
credentials. 

“The fact that my brother is suc- 
cessful at OU does draw my atten- 
tion,” said Mills. “However, I want 
to establish my own identity as well, 
and I have always followed 
Nebraska and Colorado. Arkansas 
and Tennessee are two others that I 
am considering.” 

The Huskers may sneak into the 
backyard of another Big Eight rival 
for their best running back. Damian 
Brown (5-10, 175, 4.4) of Aurora 
(Eaglecrest), Colo., had an incredible 
junior year, rushing for 2,027 yards 
and 27 scores, with 495 yards in 
receptions and three touchdown 
catches. The Buffaloes says they 
need running backs and can’t let 
Brown get away, but Brown is going 
to look around. 

The Huskers are searching coast- 
to-coast in their search for running 


Ahman Green of Omaha is con- 
sidered the finest running back 
in the nation by SuperPrep. 


Backs To The Future 


The Cornhuskers have a long-standing tradition of fine tailbacks, 
and 1994’s recruiting haul could establish a new standard 


backs. The best in the South is 
Shaun Alexander (6-1, 187, 4.5) of 
Florence (Boone County) Ky., who is 
a slasher with blazing speed in the 
open field. Alexander rushed for an 
amazing 2,401 yards and 42 scores 
last season. 

“IT want to get away from home, 
and I am looking all over the coun- 
try,” said Alexander. “I went to the 
Michigan camp and liked what I saw 
up there. However, I really like the 
tradition at Nebraska and want to 
take a look at Colorado and Notre 
Dame as well.” 

Of course, the Huskers will 
spend some time trying to find run- 
ning backs in California. The top two 
in the Golden State both admit they 
will visit the Huskers. 

Steve Wofford (5-10, 185, 4.5) of 
Bakersfield, Calif., juked his way for 
2,651 yards and 37 touchdowns last 
season. USC may be the early leader 
thanks to the presence of Coach John 
Robinson, but Wofford will take a 
look in the Big Eight as well. 

“T think Nebraska and OU are 
great schools,” says Wofford. “Both 
have great programs and great tradi- 
tion at running back. I am leaning 
toward USC a little, but my recruit- 
ing is certainly far from over.” 

Ali Azziz (6-1, 190, 4.5) of Santa 
Maria (St. Joseph), Calif., is the sec- 
ond-rated back in California after 
rushing for 1,578 yards and 13 TDs. 
Azziz says Nebraska is his early 
favorite, with Washington, 
Michigan, USC and UCLA in the 
hunt. 

That's the early list of running 
backs that Nebraska is heavily 
recruiting. The early indication is 
the Huskers will haul in a great run- 
ning back or two. But what else is 
new. 

On a final note, the Huskers have 
received their first commitment of 
the recruiting season from a kicker. 
Kris Brown (5-11, 175, 4.8) of 
Southlake (Carroll), Tex., is quite an 
athlete, quarterbacking Carroll to 
back-to-back Class 3A state champi- 
onships, but he probably will con- 
centrate on place-kicking for the 
Huskers. 


a ae Left: NU quarterback 


coach Turner Gill 
| es tests out in the 40 
AY as a Husker. Below: 
Husker Defensive 
Tackle Kenny Walker, 
who worked his way 
to the NFL, tests out 


*) on the hang clean. Committed to 
improving 
performance 


The University of Nebraska’s 
strength conditioning program 
has been a powerful part of 
the success that Cornhusker 
athletes, and their fans, have 
enjoyed for more than 20 
years. Strength and speed 
are critical to all athletes’ 
performance and two skills 
that the Cornhusker strength 
program staff are committed to improving. 

To stay ahead of the competition, the University 


of Nebraska needs your help. The athletic depart- 
le ment cannot provide for the strength program’s 
HUSKER POWER total budget. 
PERFORMANCE CLUB Your tax deductible membership in the Husker 


. Power Club can help Nebraska keep pace with 
The Husker Power Club is now the rapidly changing techniques, technology and 
offering a new membership, the equipment breakthroughs that are revolutionizing 

Performance Club, for a donation strength training today 

ane re wviidt Articles Please help us keep Husker athletics going 

: ; : strong. Join the Husker Power Club. You support 


members enjoy season tickets, post mie : . 
season ticket and parking priority. can make it financially possible for Nebraska to 


Members in addition, receive all continue to lead the nation. 
other club benefits, excluding Choose from three annual membership or the 


Lifetime membership benefits. Lifetime Membership Plan. You can join as a 
Don’t forget, the Husker Power Regular member for a donation of $40, as an 
Club Inner Circle membership, for a Inner Circle member for $175, as a Performance 
donation of $175, entitles members member for $295 or as a Lifetime member for 
to level six season tickets, post $1,000. All memberships entitle donor to certain 
season ticket and parking priority. club benefits and privileges. For a Husker Power 
application please stop by UNL at 100 West 


Stadium or call (402) 472-3333. 


ebraska basketball has become 

a hot ticket of late. The 

Cornhuskers drew 212,447 in 
16 games at the Devaney Sports 
Center last season, an average of 
13,287 per game. 

That’s 92.8 percent of the Sports 
Center's capacity, fourth-best in the 
Big Eight. Missouri led the confer- 
ence, averaging 13,349, or 100 per- 
cent of capacity at the Hearnes 
Center. Kansas had the highest aver- 
age attendance, 15,063, but that was 
95.3 percent of capacity at venerable 
Allen Fieldhouse. 

Oklahoma State’s 93.4 percent 
was third, But Gallagher-Iba Arena 
is small. The Cowboys’ average 
home attendance was only 5,963. 


ONS 


In any case, four consecutive sea- 
sons of advancing to the NCAA 
Tournament has placed a premium 
on Nebraska basketball tickets. 

“They are the hottest ticket in 
town,” Cornhusker athletic director 
Bill Byrne said in July, in announc- 
ing that the tickets would be more 
costly beginning this season. 

Over the summer, Byrne sent a 
letter to some 1,200 basketball sea- 
son ticket holders, notifying them 
that they would have to donate to 
the athletic department in order to 
retain their seats. The donation stip- 
ulation applies to those with season 
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tickets in choice locations: B Section 
and the first 10 rows in the C Section 
— everything located below 
the plank seating. 

The policy includes mak- 
ing a $250 donation for each 
season ticket renewed in the 
B Section and a $125 dona- 
tion for each ticket renewed 
in the C Section. Those who 
wish to purchase B Section 
season tickets for the first 
time will be required to 
donate $1,000, while the cost 
of first-team season tickets in the C 
Section will include donations of 
$500 to $750, depending on whether 
the seats are located on the sides of 
the court or in the corners or the 


rlOU 


pi 


With attendance up for 


basketball at the 


Devaney Center, a new 


donation policy is 


ay begun to raise funds for 


Nebraska athletics 


ends. 

Donations to the football pro- 
gram, which requires $200 donations 
for season tickets above four, are 
counted against the basketball 
requirements. The donations are in 
addition to the cost of the tickets, 
currently $13 per game for seats in 
the B Section and $10 per game for 
seats in the C Section. 

“We have a lot of people giving a 
lot of money who aren’t moving 
closer to the floor in the Devaney 
Center,” Byrne said in explaining the 
decision to require the donations by 
season ticket holders. 


According to Byrne, some 70 per- 
cent of those who sit in the 8,000- 
plus seats affected by the 
policy were making no dona- 
tions to the athletic depart- 
ment. There is a waiting list, 
which includes some who 
are making significant dona- 
tions, for seats in the B and C 
Sections, according to Cindy 
Bell, athletic department tick- 
et manager. “This way we 
can reward them,” Byrne 
said. 

The primary reason the donation 
policy has been instituted, however, 
is economic. The plan, which was 
endorsed by the athletic depart- 
ment’s marketing and development 
boards, could generate nearly half a 
million dollars annually, according 
to Byrne. And, of course, that is the 
bottom line. 

Byrne says the cost of maintain- 
ing a comprehensive, and successful, 
intercollegiate athletic program for 
males and females alike is consider- 
able. 

In a move to satisfy gender equity 
requirements, for instance, Nebraska 
has added women’s varsity soccer 
this fall. The cost of the program is 
more than $250,000, according to 
Byrne. 

Money also is needed for the 
repair and maintenance of facilities, 
including Memorial Stadium and the 
Devaney Sports Center, In addition 
to the expected repairs for 70-year- 
old Memorial Stadium, the collapse 
of a section at the south end under- 
standably has been costly. 

The donation requirement won't 
mean added pressure on him, 
Cornhusker Coach Danny Nee told 
the Lincoln Journal-Star newspapers. 
“It doesn’t add more pressure; I 
have pressure to win (already),” he 
said. “I’ve got enough problems 
with recruiting and winning ball- 
games. I just do not have enough 
information about it. I don’t see the 
bills.” 

However, Nee said, “I’ve always 
told our administration I thought 
basketball is very fragile.” 

Byrne emphasized that the deci- 
sion to require the donations was in 
line with comparable programs, both 
inside and outside the Big Eight 
Conference, and that it wasn’t made 
hastily. 

“T think people understand when 
we point out how fair this system 
is,” he said. “I think most people will 
see this as reasonable and fair to 
everyone.” 
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herri Elwood found out last 

fall she didn’t know what to 

do in a three-mile race. This 

fall, as the Nebraska 

women’s cross country team 
gears up to defend its Big Eight 
Conference championship, Elwood 
is eager to prove she is a quick learn- 
er. 
It’s not that Elwood did poorly in 
her first-ever cross country season 
last fall — she finished 15th at the 
Big Eight Championships and 143rd 
at the NCAA Championships. 
However, she admits she is more 
comfortable with the shorter dis- 
tances she runs during track and 
field season. 

Throughout her high school career, 
Elwood didn’t have time to run 
cross country because she was busy 
playing volleyball. When she came 
to Nebraska, she started running in 
the fall to stay in shape for track. 

But during her first season, 
Elwood found it difficult to keep 
alert during races. 

“IT wasn’t used to running three 
miles in a race, and it was hard for 
me to keep my concentration level 
up during meets,” said Elwood, a 
sophomore from Oberlin, Kan. “It 
was so different, and I would find 
my mind wandering. But I’m getting 
used to it now. It’s growing on me 
more and more.” 

And Elwood is getting better and 
better on the cross country course. 
Nebraska Coach Jay Dirksen said 
Elwood could be the Huskers’ top 
runner by the end of the season. 

To start the year, Elwood is in a 
group of 10 runners battling for the 
top spot on the team. Heading into 
the first meet, she is barely off the 
lead pack. 

“Right now, she’s one of our top 
four or five girls and has a shot at 
the No. 1 position,” Dirksen said of 
Elwood. “She has really improved in 
this event, and she has a chance to be 
very good, as early as this year.” 

Elwood already has shown she can 
be very good on the track. 
Comparisons to former Husker All- 
America distance runner Fran ten 
Bensel are already being made. 
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A Year Older, Wiser 


Sophomore cross country runner Sherri Elwood is blossoming into a 
standout performer in just her second year at Nebraska 


By MARK DEROWITSCH 


Last year, Elwood started to show 
her ability on the Big Eight level. She 
placed third in the 800-meter run 
during the Big Eight Indoor 
Championships and was fourth in 
the 1,500 outdoors. 

And Elwood is expecting bigger 
things during cross country. 

“T’ll be happy if I improve over last 
year,” she said. “I got my time 
down, and I’m just starting to see 
what I can do. I don’t have much 
experience in cross 
country because 
I’m still learning, 
but I think I’m 
learning fast.” 

Even so, Elwood 
isn’t ready to say } 
she’s ready to take 
over for Theresa | 
Stelling, who led 
the team last sea- 
son with an All- 
America finish at 
the national meet. jj 

Stelling, who 
used up her eligi- ff 
bility in cross 
country a year 
ago, finished sec- 
ond at the Big 
Eight meet and 
24th at the NCAA 
meet. 

“We have a lot of 
good runners on the team, and we 
all run pretty much together,” she 
said. “That makes it easier during 
meets because I know I'll always 
have someone to run with. And I 
don’t think we have any runner who 
can just run away from the others 
right now.” 

If one runner does emerge from 
the cluster of Huskers, Nebraska will 
have a very good team this fall, 
Dirksen said. 

Right now, the rest of the team is 
ahead of where they were last year. 

“So if we can have someone run as 
fast as Theresa did, we'll be a very 
strong team,” Dirksen said. “Right 
now, we're young and have quite a 
bit of experience, depth and quality. 
My gut feeling is we have what it 
takes to be a pretty good team before 


Sherri Elwood is being 
compared to former 
All-American Fran ten Bensel. 


the season ends.” 

Seniors Julie Mazzitelli and Olivia 
Sanchez are the top runners entering 
the year, but senior Kris Ellenbecker, 
junior Sherri Sutter, sophomores 
Christina Blackmer, Elwood and 
Lindsey Miller and freshmen Amber 
Parkinson and Nora Shepherd are in 
a pack just behind. 

Dirksen said the team is so talent- 
ed and deep, he may field a different 
lineup each week. 

“We have 10 girls 
who are quality run- 
| ners,” he said. “We 
} have enough depth 
| and talent, that if our 
front runner is good, 
| we'll have a heck of a 
team.” 

The Husker men 
aren’t as deep as the 
women’s team, but 
Dirksen said the team 
should improve on 
last year’s fourth-place 
ey finish in the confer- 
ence. 

Ne Leading the way for 
| the Huskers will be 


either senior 
Kevin Miiller or 
junior Brady 


Bonsall. Miiller is 
the top returner 
from last year 
after finishing 19th at the conference 
championships. 

“But right now it looks like Brady 
is ahead,” Dirksen said. “That could 
be a little misleading. Kevin never 
really looks good in practice.” 

Dirksen has five seniors to work 
with this year — Miiller, Renier 
Henning, Chad Jansen, David 
Draheim and Brian Roth. 

In addition, sophomore Balazs 
Tolgyesi, a Hungarian who trans- 
ferred to Nebraska from Missouri 
Valley, also is eligible to run after sit- 
ting out last fall. Freshman Alex 
Lamme, who has never run cross 
country before, is available, as well. 

“We should be better,” Dirksen 
said. “We have some depth and 
everyone is ahead of where they 
were last year.” 
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People always ask 
us, “What does FirsTier 
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OVERVIEW 


From page 13 


post-game interviews. Despite his 
size, Wiegert can dunk a basketball. 
So can Stai and Wilks. “But I’m the 
best dunker of all,” Wiegert said. 

Osborne said the offensive line- 
men were so athletic that Nebraska 
was able to use a tackle to “wall off” 
a safety during the Texas Tech game. 

Such an offensive line is comfort- 
ing to have,” he said. “Any time you 
can change the line of scrimmage, 
you can be pretty good.” 

Nebraska showed it was capable 
of that the second time it had the ball 
against UCLA, driving 60 yards in 
six plays the first of seven touch- 
downs. On the next series, the 
Cornhuskers drove 89 yards on 13 
plays to score. 

Frazier completed only two pass- 
es in six attempts on the two drives, 
the first for 23 yards to tight end Eric 
Alford for a touchdown. The offen- 
sive line cleared a path for some 
long gains, most of them in the first 
quarter by I-back Lawrence Phillips. 

But fullback Cory Schlesinger 
ripped off a 27-yard run during the 
second scoring drive. “I think pretty 
much all of our stuff worked, at one 
time or another,” Wiegert said. 

Even when the Cornhuskers sub- 
stituted in the line, there wasn’t a 
significant dropoff in success. As the 
game wore on, the UCLA defenders 
began to show their frustration. 
There was little they could do, how- 
ever, to stop the Cornhusker 
onslaught. 

“Their offense was overwhelm- 
ing, and we just couldn’t get up off 
the turf, so to speak,” said Bruins 
coach Terry Donahue.” 

The back cover of Nebraska’s 
1994 media guide includes a picture 
of the Cornhuskers’ first-team offen- 
sive linemen as well as backups Bill 
Humphrey, a senior center, and 
Steve Ott, a junior guard. 

Wiegert is identified as a candi- 
date for the Outland Award and 
Lombardi Trophy. The Cornhusker 
trophy case already has four 
Outland Awards and two Lombardi 
Trophies earned by offensive line- 
men. It wouldn’t be a stretch to 
imagine Wiegert adding another of 
each this season. 

He might brag on himself about 
being the best at dunking basket- 
balls, but anything else, he’s willing 
to share. ABC player of the game? 

“As a team, we played really 
well,” Wiegert said. 
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served your aes for over 35 years. 
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